f only finding love as a lawyer were as simple as
reciting the elements of IRAC, or eliminating “always”
and “never” answers from MBE questions.

Unlike most of the steps we have taken to become
lawyers, dating cannot always be mastered simply with
intelligence, persistence, and effort. As I've experienced as
a 30-something single lawyer looking for love, dating can
be more unpredictable because it requires a combination of
skill, luck, and timing.

| have dated lawyers and non-lawyers alike, of different
looks, backgrounds, and personalities. | have been on
great dates, average dates, and dates falling somewhere
in between. Overall, it has been an enjoyable and
transformational experience.

Along the way, | have learned some i



If you are in the dating game, be honest with yourself

and your potential partners about the type of relationship
you are realistically ready for. If you are more interested

in a casual relationship, embrace that and make sure it is
communicated upfront in order to avoid leading anyone
on. If a committed relationship is your goal, consistency
and thoughtfulness are key to standing out from other
potential suitors and showing that you will be a supportive
long-term partner.

3. Don’t stay in a relationship that
isn’t working.

As lawyers, we have the tendency to not want to give

up on things. However, like in law, sometimes the best
thing you can do is withdraw. Ask yourself whether you
generally feel happy in the relationship, whether you feel
respected and prioritized, and whether the person you
are with reflects the values and attributes that are most
important to you in a partner.

For the single folks, it's important to distinguish between
prejudicial errors, which are grounds for reversal, and
harmless errors such as the person’s height, favorite genre
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of movies/music, or what car they drive. If the basic criteria
are met but you're still unsure of chemistry, perhaps give it
an acceptable period of evaluation before calling it quits.

Those in committed relationships can still affirm (appellate
joke intended) that they are in the relationship because
they want to be — and not merely because they would
rather not be single, because other romantic prospects
seem slim, because of pressure from friends or family, or
because they feel “stuck” in that relationship due to the
passage of time. Make sure you stay true to your desires,
self-worth, and true potential.

**¥ Please note that this constitutes general information
rather than legal advice. There may be other laws,
regulations, or local rules that apply to your individual
situation. Consult a qualified therapist, dating expert, or
Magic 8 Ball regarding your individual situation.

Do you have dating-related questions, stories, or advice
for lawyers? Share them with The Bachlawrette at bar@
sdcba.org for possible inclusion (anonymously, unless
otherwise requested) in a future column.
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